Attentional mechanisms during the intracarotid amobarbital test.
We investigated the integrity of attentional mechanisms following unilateral intracarotid amobarbital injection in 23 patients undergoing preoperative evaluation for epilepsy surgery. Performance for ipsilateral hand-button response to a quasi-random strobe flash was markedly altered following unilateral amobarbital injection as evidenced by decreased correct responses and increased perseverative errors. The increase in perseverations was inversely correlated with subsequent memory performance. The results indicate that unilateral amobarbital injection commonly produces a marked reduction in attention as well as disturbances in strategic control mechanisms.